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Council must be unanimous, the right to sit " as a member "
gives the State concerned a right of veto in all matters specially
interesting it, except in the settlement of disputes to which it is
a party. The objection that this provision will paralyse the
efforts of the Council does not seem valid, as it is most unlikely
that the veto would be exercised except in extremely vital
matters.

The relations between the Assembly and the Council are
purposely left undefined, as it is held undesirable to limit the
competence of either. Cases will arise when a meeting of the
Assembly would be inconvenient, and the Council should not
therefore be bound to wait on its approval. Apart from the
probability that the representatives of States on the Council
will also sit in the Assembly, a link between the two bodies is
supplied by the Permanent Secretariat, or new international
Civil Service.

This organisation has immense possibilities of usefulness, and
a very wide field will be open for the energy and initiative of the
first Secretary-General. One of the most important of his duties
will be the collection, sifting, and distribution of information
from all parts of the world. A reliable supply of facts
and statistics will in itself be a powerful aid to peace. Nor
can the value be exaggerated of the continuous collaboration
of experts and officials in matters tending to emphasise the unity,
rather than the diversity of national interests.

THE PBEVENTION OF WAE

Articles 8-17, forming the central and principal portion
of the Covenant, contain the provisions designed to secure inter-
national confidence and the avoidance of war, and the obliga-
tions which the Members of the League accept to this end. They
comprise:

(1)  Limitation of armaments.

(2)  A mutual guarantee of territory and independence.

(3)  An admission that any circumstance  which threatens

international peace is an international interest.

(4)  An agreement not to go to war till a peaceful settlement

of a dispute has been tried.

(5)  Machinery for securing a peaceful settlement, with provision

for publicity.